tchs

END OF SEMESTER NEWSLETTER
2020 | SEMESTER 1

Tennant Creek
High School

tchs

END OF SEMESTER NEWSLETTER
2020 | SEMESTER 1

Contents
1 From the Principal
2 Save the Date
3 STEAM
4 STEAM team
5 Senior Years
7 Street Art Project
9 Middle Years
11 Clontarf
12 Outdoor Education
13 Stars
15 Cooking at Juno

Facebook | @tennantcreekhs
e-mail

| admin.tchs@ntschools.net

phone

| (08) 8962 2102

38 Stuart, Tennant Creek, NT, 0860 (8:00am - 4:30pm)

From the
Principal
Maisie Floyd | Principal
Semester 1 2020 has been an opportunity for TCHS to showcase the way in
which we work as a very supportive and
flexible team.
All learning opportunities have continued to be pursued no matter what
circumstance has been presented and it
is a credit to staff and students for getting creative in capturing and displaying
their learning journey.
At TCHS effort counts and we look forward to doing it all again in Semester 2.
Have a safe and relaxing break.
See you Tuesday 21st July 2020.

SAVE THE DATE

STEAM
Junior STEAM
Laser Cutting | Chin Huan
In semester one, the middle school students could choose to work in
their area of interest within STEAM. A group of students learnt the
fundamentals of laser cutting and engraved their names on the pencils.
Allira, a year nine student decided to take laser cutting to the next level, engraving a positive message on a piece of wood which then finished
with a touch of linseed oil. Jerrikah had her portrait captured and then
laser cut onto a piece of wood with her fingers sticking out in 3D. Some
students learnt 3D design on the software, Autodesk TinkerCAD while
the others who aspire to take up Mathematical Methods when they are
in senior school utilised the time to work on more problem-solving
questions.

Senior STEAM
Laser Cutting | Chin Huan
Glendora and Jamelia, our senior school students learnt how to research
for a vector image file and how to generate text in scalable vector graphics
(.svg). She also learnt how to use the laser cutting software, Lightburn. She
can operate the Emblaser 2 (Laser-cutting machine). She can also amend
the dimensions of the vector in the software.
Equipped with the skills as mentioned above, Glendora took her first leap
to create her own project. She carefully picked a plank of pine wood, cut it
using a circular saw, sand it with 7 different types of sandpaper, from P60
grit to P400 grit, creating an extraordinary smooth texture. She then laser
cut, ‘Family is laughter, love and happiness’ onto it and finished her product with a touch of linseed oil for sun and water protection. Glendora also
shown leadership skills, coaching her peers on how to use the laser cutting
machine.

STEAM TEAM

STEAM TEAM
Projects | Chin Huan

Since July 2018, TCHS STEAM team trains once a week.
During competition season, students will train twice or thrice
a week, adding up to 10-12 hours at times. The STEAM team
is made up of a group of passionate and enthusiastic students
who dare to explore, innovate, create, research and challenge
the impossible to solve real world problems. Students of
different talents work collaboratively across the five sub-divisions within the team, Design, Programming, Engineering
(Building), Research, and Media Production. The team is led
by STEAM team leaders, John Ross, Courtney Liebelt, Kennesa May Mercadal, Xiaonan Wang and John Norman, consulted by the senior advisors, Robelyn Joy Lanas, Joel Verdillo,
Sophie Hawke and Sharon Kurniawan. The team is coached
by Mr Marday, Ms Mackay and Mr Huan.
In semester one, the design division continued to explore
laser cutting and 3D printing, trialing different designs and
materials. The programming division took up Python programming and some C++. One of our students is pioneering
a facial recognition project which is powered by an AI (Artificial Intelligence) chip. The Engineering division has been
building and testing on different prototypes for an upcoming
competition. The media production division has been filming
and picking up video editing skills in preparation for presentation and pitch of any upcoming competition or events.

SENIOR YEARS
Senior Years Design Technology
Margaret Couper | Teacher
This semester Robelyn has been programming Zumi, a car
that is capable of artificial intelligence. She used Python, a
popular programming language. Zumi learnt how to move
around the road map, do a reverse park, distinguish colours,
and play music. Learning a programming language is not an
easy feat, it’s often repetitive and mundane. Robelyn discovered that she had to persevere with timing and distance to
achieve a perfect outcome.

Ancient Civilisations
Senior Years History | Shelagh Walsh
Come and take a look at the awesome Ancient Civilisations
display in the Library! Some of the artefacts that have been
included showcase some amazing work by the students.
Civilisations studied include Greece, Rome, Aztecs, and
Vikings. This has been done by the 10-12 HASS class over
weeks 8-10. They have put together a display about their
learning on Ancient Civilisations and the products/artefacts
that they have made for this.
Students worked together to design and create the display
for their peers and community members to be able to see
what they have discovered. This has been to share the
knowledge that they have built up about their civilisations
and how to make products and artefacts from those societies, along with raising awareness of the importance of
studying history.
After all, as the quote says “Those who do not learn from
History, are doomed to repeat it” (George Santayana)

Senior Years Science
Adrienne Grant | Teacher
In Senior Science, students have studied infectious diseases, genetics
and forensics. They followed the unfolding global response to the coronavirus pandemic, prepared agar plates to grow bacteria, built DNA
models and practiced chromatography and fingerprinting. Students
applied their new understandings to bioethics issues of genetic engineering and worked together to conduct a forensic investigation.

STREET ART PROJECT

Street Art Project
Maisie Floyd | Principal
The Department of Education has provided an opportunity for TCHS students to participate in a specially
commissioned Street Art project. This project will
take place over a four week period. Mr David Collins the artistic director of the Darwin Street Art Fair
has been in Tennant Creek along with artist Jordan
to work with students on this project. The Street
Art Project has initially taken place within the school
grounds and is expected to move when the time is
right to the greater Tennant Creek community.
There is a lot of excitement about this project students
have had a fantastic opportunity to learn and refine
their skills from renowned artists.

Photographers | Boyd Cook & JoJo Johnson

MIDDLE YEARS
Geography
Trilokesh Chanmugam | Teacher
In Geography, students have been learning about
maps. They have used Google Earth mapping tool to
tell a story about the town where they live and places
they’ve been. In this picture they are presenting their
hard work to other students in the class!

Sadako & the Paper Cranes
Middle Years Science | Shelagh Walsh
Science 4 & 5 classes have been learning about atoms
this term, which has included learning about the Atomic
Bomb. They also learnt about Sadako, a young Japanese girl, who suffered radiation poisoning at the age of
2, when the atomic bomb was dropped at Hiroshima
during World War 2. It is because of this, she developed
Leukaemia at the age of 12.
Inspired by the Senbazaru legend, which says that if you
can fold 1,000 paper cranes in a year, you may get the
blessings of one special wish – Sadako began folding
paper cranes. She completed 644, but sadly, was too ill
to finish, and died that year. Her family and her classmates completed the Senbazaru in her honour. She is
remembered today as a worldwide symbol of the innocent children impacted by war and there is a Children’s
Peace Monument in Hiroshima, which is often draped
with garlands of paper cranes, particularly on August 6th
which is Hiroshima day.
The class has also put out paper and instructions for people to have a go at making their own cranes. If you leave
them with us, we can add them to the display.
Interesting Fact: Origami cranes are often
strung together as a garland of 1,000, which is
called a Senbazaru. (‘Sen’ means ‘thousand’ in
Japanese) The crane is seen as a lucky creature
in Japanese beliefs and is thought to live for
1,000 years – which is the reason for folding
the amount that you do.

Science & Maths
Adrienne Grant | Teacher

Photographer | Anton Dempsey

This semester students designed a floorplan for
their dream home to practice their measurement
skills, using their understanding of fractions to
modify a recipe and prepare pancakes for different groups of people. In Science, students
learned about Chemistry. We made slime, cooked
damper and conducted rainbow flame tests. We
then learned about Geology. Here, you can see
us practicing fruit cake mining to help us understand the process of extracting minerals from
land, including the environmental impact.

STRONG

SPIRIT

At Tennant Creek High School we.....
RESPECT our ScHOOL & COMMUNITY
Put rubbish in the bin and look after equipment
and property. No graffiti - No vandalism.

dREAM bIG
If you can dream it,
you can do it.

ARE Brave
Have a go.
Courage only comes
from doing the things
you fear.

ARE Strong and Proud
Make your own decisions.Take
pride in yourself and everything
you do.

ARE Positive
You cannot lead a
positive life with a
negative mind.

YES
I CAN!

Never give up
Winners never quit
and quitters never
win.

ARE Healthy
Say NO to drugs,
alcohol, and YES to
healthy food and
exercise.

CLONTARF
Men’s Health Week
Men's Health Day | Randall Gould
International Men’s Health Week was again celebrated by
the Tennant Creek High School on Wednesday 17th June.
The past two events have been held out at the Juno facility,
however with the uncertainty caused by Covid 19 it was
decided to do things a little differently.
Over the previous 4 weeks, health professionals came into
the school to deliver some short and sharp relevant health
sessions. From these sessions the male students developed
questions to ask members of the community about these
subjects.
The students conducted the interviews and they were recorded to play on radio during the event.
The Men’s Health day itself was a huge success with a BBQ
and Pizza making classes, stalls from Anyinginyi Health
and the No More Campaign, who gave away prizes for
answering questions. All of this was captured on a 3 hour
radio broadcast live from the school.
TCHS students as well as the Year 6 fellas from the Primary School and Mungkarta students visited during the day.
Many community members also dropped in to help raise
awareness of men’s health.
One of the highlights were the live and pre recorded interviews about Men’s health that the students conducted and
were broadcast on 8CCC.
A massive thank you to all of the providers in the weeks
prior and on the day, and to the Barkly Shire Council for
their generous donation of the food on the day.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Outdoor Education Classes
Recap | Monique Langley
This semester the Outdoor Education class have been going on lots of outdoor adventures, all in the
name of learning more about our land and how to enjoy it and protect it.
This semester, we have been focusing on learning about plants around us, working towards our
year-long project of making a native garden where we can grow our own bush foods and medicine.
We have been learning about sustainability and looking after future generations, so we’re hoping
that future students at Tennant Creek High School can learn from this too.
We have been working with lots of community organisations, including Kargaru nursery, CLC, and
Barkly arts. We’re really thankful for everyone who has helped us, including William who has been
helping us with the seeds and teaching us about protecting plant information, and all the rangers
and Traditional Owners who have come out with us to spot plants in their natural environment.
We’ve also been on plenty of adventures, learning how to safely enjoy time in the outdoors. These
have included bush walks and canoeing. A special big thank you to Pam Dillion for helping us out
with the equipment and training us how to get under the bridge safely!

STARS

Stars Foundation
Raya Pickerin | Program Mentor
Our Stars Ladies have been very busy these past 2 terms!
Last Term we took 8 very lucky girls with excellent attendance & behaviour to the Dam for Canoeing.
The ladies have been maintaining a healthy and active
lifestyle, making freshly squeezed orange juice, Bath
bombs, Healthy Nachos & Chicken wraps, & much more!
Our senior Stars have been practicing their Javelin &
Shotput skills for the upcoming Sports Carnival.
Chenoa & Kalyca visited the Barkly Arts Centre for a
radio interview that will be on display for the Desert Harmony Community Lockdown Festival.

STRONG

BRAIN

At Tennant Creek High School we.....
Try New things

ARE willing to learn

Life is boring when we stay
within the limits of what we
already know.

?

ask questions
Raise your hand and
wait your turn. Don’t be
afraid to ask for help

If you’re not willing to learn no
one can help you, if you are
determined to learn no one
can stop you.

are On time
Regular attendence is
very important. Aim to
arrive to every lesson
before the second bell.

Work Hard
Stay focussed on
your work. Put in
your best effort.

ACT SAFE
Always think about
safety before you act.

Follow directions
Do what is asked of you so
we can all work as a team.

Actively listen
Pay attention to the teacher
when they are talking. You will
learn much more and understand
how to succeed

STRONG

HEART

At Tennant Creek High School we.....
CHOOSE KINDNESS
Respect differences and
consider the feelings of
others.

Keep our hands to ourselves
Respect personal space and belongings.
Be careful with other student’s work.

Use Manners
Be polite to others.

USE APPropriate language
Be aware of what you say and how
you say it. Others can be offended
by yelling & swearing.

Share & Care
Share equipment and
knowledge. Listen to what
others have to say.

Help others

ARe good role-models

Assist your classmates
when they need help.

Always set a good example so
others can look up to you.

THANKS

Thank you
from Tennant Creek High School
We would like to thank the Language
Centre for their generous supplies of fruit
over the duration of this semester. Students
have had access to fresh apples, pears,
oranges, watermelon and bananas which
have been appreciated by all!
Thanks also to the language centre staff
who have been supporting our students
within the classroom and on school
grounds.

Cooking at Juno
Elly Newbold | Teacher
“Every week of term 1, students were selected by
their classroom teachers to attend Juno and partake
in some cooking and beverage making. The classes
were a reward for students who were working particularly hard in their various subjects. The students
were able to practice their cooking skills, providing
some very tasty results!

1.

1.

FOOD TECH

respect

Never give up

Are healthy

Are strong & proud

Are Brave

Are positive

Respect school
& the community

DReam Big

SPIRIT

TCHS behaviour Values In our school we..

BRAIN
Try new things
Ask questions
On Time
Work Hard
Act Safe
Follow directions
Actively listen

YES
I CAN!

STRONG

Tennant Creek High School

?

STRONG

Communities Striving Together

HEART

Choose Kindness
Keep Hands to ourselves
Use manners
SHARE & CARE
Use Appropriate Language
Help Others
are Good Role-Models
Willing to learn
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